


HEART OF A LION is a feature length 
documentary that follows biologist Mark 
Elbroch on a sweeping journey from the 

rugged wilderness of Jackson, Wyoming, to the 
misty forests of Washington’s Olympic 

Peninsula. 

At the center of the story are two mountain lion mothers, F61 and Yoko, 
whose lives Elbroch has tracked for years. As his connection with these 

elusive cats deepens, the film reveals an intimate and rarely seen portrait of 
one of North America’s most misunderstood predators. Heart of a Lion 

explores not only the ecological role of mountain lions but also the emotional 
intelligence and resilience that define their lives in the wild. 

Hidden they are safe,  
exposed they are misunderstood



LOGLINE
The story of two mountain lion mothers 

reveals the secret world of a predator 
long misunderstood—and the biologist 

who has dedicated his life to 
understanding them.



FILMMAKERS

The film involved two teams of filmmakers that 
live and work locally in the area.  
Jeff Hogan lives and works in Jackson, Wyoming 
and was the principle photographer for everything 
filmed in Wyoming. Joe Pontecorvo and Nimmida 
Pontecorvo live and work on the Olympic 
Peninsula and filmed the majority of the material 
in the Pacific Northwest. 

JOE PONTECORVO is an Emmy Award–winning 
filmmaker who has produced and directed more than 
fifteen documentaries for PBS, National Geographic, 
and the BBC. His credits include Snow Monkeys 
(winner of two Emmy Awards, narrated by Liam 
Neeson), Yosemite (nominated for three Emmys), 
and a recent two-part PBS/Terra Mater Factual 
Studios series narrated by Uma Thurman. Rooted in 
his love for wild spaces, Joe’s films blend cinematic 
beauty with urgent conservation stories, inspiring 
audiences to see the natural world with empathy and 
responsibility.

JEFF HOGAN is an Emmy-winning wildlife 
cinematographer with over 30 years of 
experience. Driven by a passion for telling 
intimate animal stories, he spent more than a 
decade following the legendary mountain lion 
F61 and her extended family in Wyoming’s 
Tetons—building one of the most remarkable 
visual records of these elusive predators ever 
filmed. As cinematographer, his work on Wild 
Yellowstone for National Geographic earned him 
an Emmy, with additional nominations for PBS’ 
Animal Homes and American Beavers.



DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT
Heart of a Lion challenges us to see mountain lions not as villains, but as 
vital, complex animals living at the edge of our human world. Inspired by 
biologist Mark Elbroch’s groundbreaking research, the film reveals their 

hidden lives with intimacy and beauty, asking us to replace fear with respect 
and wonder. At its core, this story is about coexistence—and about 

reimagining our place in a wilder, more connected world.



INSPIRED BY THE BOOK
The Cougar Conundrum by Mark Elbroch

HEART OF A LION Heart of a Lion features Mark 
Elbroch-scientist, storyteller, and tracker-whose 
pioneering research as head of Panthera’s Puma 
Program has reshaped our understanding of 
mountain lions. Inspired by his book The Cougar 
Conundrum, the film reveals these cats as intelligent 
and resilient, vital to the balance of wild landscapes. 
His work challenges us to see them not with fear, but 
with respect and wonder.



FILMING 
LOCATIONS
In Wyoming’s Teton Range, F61 and 
her extended lineage reshaped our 
understanding of mountain lion social 
lives. On Washington’s Olympic 
Peninsula, Yoko struggles to raise her 
young in dense rainforest at the edge 
of human encroachment.

CINEMATOGRAPHY
Heart of a Lion presented a unique set of 
challenges, shaped by both the harsh 
environments and the elusive nature of 
the cats themselves. From the frigid, 
snow-covered Teton Range to the dense, 
moss-draped rainforests of the Olympic 
Peninsula, cinematographers Jeff Hogan 
and Joe Pontecorvo spent years in the 
field capturing moments few have ever 
witnessed—dramatic struggles for 
survival, tender scenes of mothers caring 
for their young, and heartbreaking 
moments of loss.

Filming these secretive animals in their 
natural habitat demanded innovation, 
relying on advanced camera-trapping 
technology and remotely operated camera 
systems to reveal the hidden lives of 
mountain lions.



TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS
RUNTIME 99 MIN
ASPECT RATIO 16:9
COUNTRY OF PRODUCTION USA
YEAR 2025
LANGUAGE ENGLISH

CREDITS
A HEART OF A LION Production In association with Pontecorvo Productions
EXECUTIVE PRODUCERS  Jon Ayers  Dorothy Bahna
PRODUCERS  Joe Pontecorvo  Jeff Hogan
DIRECTED BY Joe Pontecorvo
DIRECTORS OF PHOTOGRAPHY Jeff Hogan  Joe Pontecorvo
SUPERVISING EDITOR Billy McMillin
EDITED BY Brad Allgood
WRITTEN BY Joe Pontecorvo  Mark Elbroch
MUSIC BY Judson Crane
SOUND DESIGN AND MIXED BY Jason Devore
LOCATION SOUND Nimmida Pontecorvo
NARRATOR Mark Elbroch
ASSOCIATE PRODUCERS Nimmida Pontecorvo  Chelsea Fisk
ADDITIONAL CAMERA Jesse Wippert  Matt Mahan




